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Disclaimer





These example forms, checklists and model policies are provided by Hettle Andrews for general guidance on matters of interest.  In making these documents available to a general and diverse audience it is not possible to anticipate the requirements or the hazards of any subscriber’s business.  Users are therefore advised to carefully evaluate the contents and adapt the forms and checklists to suit the requirements of each situation.  Hettle Andrews does not accept any liability whatsoever for injury, damage or other losses which may arise from reliance on this information and the use of these documents.





Copyright of these documents remains with Hettle Andrews and whilst subscribers are permitted to make use of them for their own purposes, permission is not granted for resale of the intellectual property to third parties. 





A Hettle Andrews Model Policy: Legionnaire’s Disease








Organisations should include this section in their policy’s arrangements section if they have identified risks from Legionnaire’s Disease. Businesses with minimal risks in this area, need not include it eg if the premises has no stored hot water and minimum pipe runs.  Alter and add to this as necessary to reflect the controls in place within your business. Read the Hettle Andrews Guide on Legionella and the HSE’s Approved Code of Practice detailed below for a more detailed review of the subject and the management arrangements required.





Legionnaire’s Disease





The company has implemented arrangements to prevent the growth of legionella bacteria in water systems in accordance with the HSE’s ‘Approved Code of Practice (L8) – Legionnaires Disease: The Control of Legionella Bacteria in Water Systems’.  Note that if you are a healthcare establishment it would be sensible to also refer to Health Technical Memorandum 04-01: The Control of Legionella, Hygiene, “Safe” Hot Water, Cold Water and Drinking Water Systems (or the Scottish HTM 04-01 of the same title). 





These arrangements include:





Assessment of Legionnaires’ disease risk and preparation of a scheme for preventing or controlling the risk, conducted by a competent contractor. Note that some organisations may use a trained in-house assessor but this is rarely possible due to the degree of training required


appointment of ____________________________  [name or job title] as ‘responsible person’  with authority and responsibility for day to day implementation of the universal precautions and testing specified in the HSE’s ACoP and any particular precautions specified in the risk assessment


the maintenance of records of all applicable maintenance and testing which are held __________________________ [describe location – note that records must be readily available at the location to which the records refer] together with a copy of the risk assessment and details of the competent person who conducted it


monitoring by _____________________________ [name or job title of senior person overseeing implementation of this policy or person conducting regular facilities/H&S audits] to check the records and confirm that the precautions have been implemented.





In the event of difficulties in implementing the risk control programme, or test results falling outside of the required limits, the ____________________________ [name or job title of responsible person] reports this immediately to _____________________________ [name or job title of senior person overseeing implementation of this policy] and additional resources, water treatment contractors or plumbing specialists are employed as necessary to resolve the causes.





If you have a cooling tower there are specific notification requirements and a detailed risk management plan will be required.  Take specialist advice and then indicate your risk control measures here.





All plumbing alterations are carried out by trained plumbers in order to ensure compliance with water regulations and byelaws.


Note that the arrangements described are essential (and legally required), where there is a risk of Legionnaire’s Disease.  Read the Hettle Andrews Legionella Guide for further information.
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