
New Acid Attack Guidelines
for Schools and Colleges

Last month NHS England and the British Association of Plastic and Reconstructive Aesthetic Surgeons
(BAPRAS) issued new guidelines for first aid and the treatment of acid attacks, in response to the worrying increase 
in the number of such attacks.

Corrosive substances are now being used in violent assaults or robbery situations, which has heightened the need 
for enhanced knowledge in how to deal with injuries in the immediate time before professional help is available. 
Those who store such substances also need to be aware of tighter controls that may be necessary to ensure they 
don’t end up in the wrong hands.

Schools and colleges are advised to take the new guidelines into consideration and ensure that staff understand 
how to protect themselves whilst providing medical treatment, and how to prevent further burns to the patient. As a 
minimum, we would advise that you brief your first aiders on the new guidelines.

A summary of the new guidelines is provided below:

Report, Remove, Rinse 

Report – if you see or are made aware of an acid attack taking place, call the emergency services and ask for urgent 
help. Provide them with a full description of the location and what has occurred.

Remove – to prevent further burns to the victim, try to remove the chemical and contaminated clothing from 
contact with the skin and eyes.

Be very careful not to touch or spread the chemical as this could cause further injuries to the victim and/or yourself.

Use gloves or other suitable protective material to cover your hands so that you don’t come into contact with the 
chemical.

IF scissors are available, use them to carefully cut away the clothing, such as t-shirts, rather than pull them off over 
the head to remove, as this can cause the chemical to come into contact with other unaffected parts of the body.

Do not wipe the skin as this may spread the chemical.

Rinse – to remove any residual chemical, rinse the affected area continuously with clean water.
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Try to make sure the water can run off of the affected area without pooling on the skin and potentially spreading 
the chemical to a wider area.

Only use water and do not wipe or rub the area.

To remove acid from the eyes, use water and protect the other eye if it is not affected. Rinse the eye and inner 
eyelids as much as possible to remove the chemical.

Full details of the Guidance is available on the NHS choices website.

In the light of this guidance, it would also be a good time for schools and colleges to review storage arrangements 
for acids and other corrosive substances (e.g. in science, estates/maintenance, grounds maintenance and/or 
cleaning departments). When auditing clients we have seen occasions where science prep rooms and chemical 
stores have been left unoccupied and unlocked. Clearly with this awful trend developing for using substances in 
attacks, it would be prudent for you to review your arrangements for storage of these substances.

For further guidance please do not hesitate to contact us.
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